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Happy Birthday 

Presidents Corner 
Fall is finally in the air and we are heading 

towards ghosts and goblins, turkey and 

dressing, and coming in before we know 

it, Christmas and the New Year! This year 

has surely flown by too fast. 
  
Palmetto Shag Club is honored to be a 

part of the seven area shag clubs collect-

ing and taking donations to Western North 

Carolina, to those who were devastated 

by Hurricane Helene.  Palmetto, along 

with Sumter Shag Club, Cam-

den Lugoff Area Shag Society (CLASS), 

Capital City Shag Club, Columbia Shag 

Club, Historic Camden Shag Club, and 

Orangeburg Area Shag Club will be load-

ing up an 18-wheeler truck donated by 

Southeastern Freight Lines, complete with 

a driver, on November 2nd at 2:00 pm, at 

the airport, and heading to Asheville, NC 

on November 4th. ALL donations need to 

be in BEFORE November 2nd.  (If anyone 

needs help transporting their donations 

before then, please let me know.)  The 

response from all of these shag clubs has 

been wonderful and we are excited to be 

a part of this endeavor.  So, thank you to 

all who have donated toward this cause. 
  
Our next club party is coming up and it is 

going to be a fun time!  You’ll be walk-

ing into WHOVILLE on Saturday, Decem-

ber 7th at The Barn.  DJ John Fletcher will 

be spinning the tunes for our GRINCH-mas 

party.  I have a feeling the Grinch will 

show up and try to steal Christmas, but 

hopefully we’ll have enough Christmas 

spirit between us all to help his small heart 

grow three sizes that night. 
  
Please keep in mind that elections for the 

Board for 2025 will be held at our Christ-

mas party.  The Nominating Committee 

has provided a slate for the officer posi-

tions.  If anyone else is interested addi-

tional nominations may be made at the 

meeting.    

Have you gotten your registration 

forms in and hotel reservations secured 

for the BEST NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 

around?  It’s always a sell-out, so don’t 

put this off and chance missing out on 

this elegantlyspecial 

night of dancing UNDER THE PALMETTO 

MOON at the Double Tree by Hilton on 

Bush River Road. Hall of Fame DJ John 

Smith will be spinning the tunes for us on 

this special night.  You’ll also be treated to 

a catered meal and then a Champagne 

toast at the stroke of midnight to ring in 

2025!  You don’t want to miss this night! 
  
It’s not too soon to get your 2025 SOS 

cards!  They would make a great Christ-

mas gift or stocking stuffer! The price for 

each card is now $45, however, if you 

buy them through our club, the price is 

only $40!!  That $40 is such a deal and is 

your membership card to the wonderful 

organization of SOS (Society of Strand-

ers).  Your SOS Membership card enables 

you to enter the shag clubs during Mid 

Winter, Spring Safari, and Fall Migra-

tion and supports the history and the fu-

ture of the dance that we all love, not to 

mention 24 days of fun, fellowship, and 

dancing! 
  
I hope you will continue to join your fellow 

shaggers on the third Wednesday night 

and the first, second, and fourth Thursday 

nights of each month as we dance to-

gether with Capital City Shag Club at the 

VFW on Cedarcrest Drive in Lexington.  So 

much fun and fellowship isalways served 

up, not to mention a meal and the great 

lineup of DJ’s keeping the dance floor full 

each night.  

Until next time  

Butch Smith 
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Guest or Associate Members from other ACSC Clubs must sign up prior to the Party.  The cost 
is $25 per person.  Please call Butch Smith at 803-917-5113 or butchsmith@eptingdist.com 
and make arrangements prior to the party so we can add you to our attendance list. 



 

 

  

The Palmetto Shag Club nominating 
Committee presents the following 

slate of Candidates for consideration. 
 

Billy Fanning, President 

Stephen Robinson, Vice-President 

Cecil Martin, Treasurer 

Susan Martin, Secretary 

Mark Swygert, Director at Large 

 David Taylor, Director at Large 

 Clark Thomas, Directors at Large 

 

Respectfully submitted by the Nominating  Com-
mittee:  Tony Cromer, Chairman; Benny Counts; Vivi-
an Davis; Larry Duncan; and Tina Johnson.  Any addi-
tional nominations for officers may be made from the 
floor at the annual meeting—for more info—see PSC  
By-Laws, Article V Section 3 at 
www.palmettoshagclub.com 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING TO BE HELD 

December 7, 2024 at 6:30pm at The Barn  
 



 

 

Hello, my name is Stephen Robinson, I have been an active member of Palmetto Shag 

Club for approximately 6 years.  During 2023 – 2024 I served as your Sgt at Arms.   I have 

also had the primary responsibility for SOS Parades and 2 of the Pool Parties at Southern 

Comfort as well as supporting many other activities.  I am a retired USAF Senior Officer/

Squadron Commander (25 years) serving in multiple locations throughout the US and 

abroad.  In January 2022, I retired from McGriff Insurance/Truist Bank (20 years) as the 

senior SC, Safety/Risk Manager.  Sherry and I have 4 children and 4 grandchildren. I will 

be running to be your Vice President this year.  My goal is to continue to support Pal-

metto Shag Club where my talents and energy/enthusiasm can be utilized. 

Bios for the 2025 Board Slate  

President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

 I am Billy Fanning and seeking the office of President for Palmetto Shag Club. I have served 

in numerous capacities during my twenty four years of membership and service to this club. 

My past office experience includes Past President, Vice President, and Sargent–At-Arms. As 

a member of eight different Shag Clubs, I recognize the effectiveness of good leadership and 

how it can guide a club to success. Holding local offices is important, but you have to sup-

port the ACSC and SOS to be able to give your club the edge that keeps it on top of constant-

ly changing events. As a DJ member of the ABSCDJ’s, it gives me the opportunity to visit oth-

er clubs and support them in return for their members supporting us in such ways as joining 

our parties and in some cases reigning in new members. My wife and I have always worked 

hard for the club and will continue to do so. 

Hi, I am Susan Martin and I am seeking the office of Secretary.  I have been a member of 

PSC in good standing for 18 years, and served as Secretary in 2012, VP in 2013 & 2014, 

Pres. in 2015, 2016, 2019 and 2020 and Immediate Past Pres. In 2017, 2019, 2021 and 

2022 and Director at large in 2023—2024. I am a graduate of USC with a B.S. in Chemical 

Engineering.  I retired after 30 years as a Technical Planning and Business Manager at 

the Savannah River Site and 3 years of nuclear facilities business consulting in Canada 

and England.  Cecil and I have two sons, a daughter, one grandson and 4 granddaugh-

ters.  I am a member of Riverland Hills Baptist Church  I will work hard as your Secretary  

to continue to support the fun for everyone.  

Vice President 

I am Cecil Martin and am running for the position of Treasurer for Palmetto Shag Club. I 
grew up in Columbia and moved back here in November 2005 after living in Raleigh, NC for 
over 20 years. I have been a member of PSC in good standing for the past 18 years and 
served as your Treasurer  in 2011 and your President in 2013 and 2014.  I have served as the 
Treasurer of the ACSC since 2017. I am also a member of Capital City Shag Club and Colum-
bia Shag Club. I am a graduate of USC with a B.S. in Engineering and a MBA. I retired after 
over 35 years in the electronics industry, owning a manufacturer’s representative company 
for electronic components based in Raleigh, NC and serving the southeast for the last 18 
years.  Susan and I have two sons, a daughter and five grandchildren. I am a member of 
Riverland Hills Baptist Church. I believe I am well qualified and would be happy to serve 
again as the Treasurer of Palmetto Shag Club. 



 

 

I am David Taylor and together with wife Lisa have been members of PSC now for 
10 years. I am willing to serve again as Director at Large for 2025. I have served 
on the By -Laws Committee for a few years in the past & currently serving a par-
tial term as Director at Large. I have volunteered in several capacities over the 
years including numerous “set up” & “break down” of the dance floor & per-
formed other volunteer duties at our quarterly parties & Southern Comfort ban-
quets. I graduated in 1985 w/ a BS degree in CiviI Engineering from the University 
of South Carolina. I worked as a Structural Engineer w/ Nucor Steel for 6.5 years 
prior to becoming a Financial Advisor (now in my 30th year) and currently 14th 
year with Ameriprise Financial.  Lisa and I are members of Riverland Hills Baptist 
Church and have 2 adult sons. 

Bios for the 2025 Board Slate  

Director at Large 

Directors at Large  

I am Mark Swygert.  I retired in 2018 after fifty plus years as an electrical 

contractor.  I am an active member of the Association of Beach & Shag 

Club  DJs and have been a member of PSC for 15 years.  I have served as 

Vice  President, President and Past President for PSC.  I would be 

pleased to serve as a Director at Large in the coming year. 

Hi, my name is Clark Thomas and I am seeking one of the director positions.  My 

wife (Laura) and I have been members of PSC for 6 to 7 years now.  I am originally 

from the Irmo area, attended Irmo HS and then graduated from USC with a de-

gree in Mechanical Engineering in 1984.  I worked in the electrical equipment and 

industrial automation industry for 38 years before retiring Nov. 1, 2023.  Laura 

and I have 2 girls and 1 boy but no grandchildren so far, only a couple of 

grandcats.  I'm looking forward to becoming more involved with PSC and will do 

my best supporting the activities and good times that we all enjoy.  

Directors at Large  

Director at Large 



 

 

Up Coming Dancing Together Opportunities 
 

November 
November 7th - DJ Billy Fanning 

 

November 14th - DJ Barney Mims 

 

Wednesday, November 20th - DJ Mark Swygert 
 

 
December  

Thursday, December 5th, DJ Barney Mims 

 

Thursday, December 12th, DJ Mark Swygert 
 

Wednesday, December 18th, DJ Billy Fanning 

 

 
VFW POST 8738, LEXINGTON, S.C.    424 CEDARCREST DRIVE 

Doors open at 6:30pm 
 

Chicken will be provided.   
Please bring your Favorite Dish or Donate to the Green Box 

DON”T  WAIT TOO LATE!   
Over 2/3’s of the seats are already sold.  Get your 

seats and hotel rooms soon!  
If you want a table for 10 please email Susan Mar-

tin at  
susan.martin956@gmail.com 



 

 



 

 

DON”T  WAIT TOO LATE!   
Get your seats and hotel rooms soon!   

This Party always sells out. 
If you want a table for 10 please email Susan Martin 

at  
susan.martin956@gmail.com 

 



 

 



 

 

 

We have the new 2025 SOS Cards Available for Sale.  This year the 
cards will cost $40 each which is a $5 savings for our members.  It 
is a great value.  These are just a few of the benefits of being a 
member of SOS.  It provides you unlimited access to all the dance 
clubs during the 3 major events of SOS. (Typically entrance into a 
single club per day is $10) 

January 16—19, 2025, Mid Winter 

April 24 - May 4, 2025 Spring Safari 

September 11 - 21, 2025 Fall Migration 
 

What else does SOS provide for your membership card:  

• Free Food opportunities at the Club’s during SOS 

• SOS Parade 

• Fun Monday 

• Free Shuttle Service during SOS 

• Carefree Times 3 times a year. 

• SOS Facebook page 

• Shag Dance Website 

• SOS App that gives you all the SOS Schedules 

• SOS Photographers to take your pictures during SOS 

• SOS Company Store 

• Support for Junior Shaggers 

• AEDs (Defibrillator & training in all SOS Clubs)  
• Local Merchant Discounts – by showing your SOS Card in places such as:  Golden Griddle, 

Southern Threads, Spiro’s Pancake House, Deckerz (food Only), and other local merchants will get 

you usually 10% off during SOS. 
 

The Membership Card is the Basic financial foundation for SOS.  It 
is as simple as THAT:  Without your support, there is no SOS. Help 
us keep the dance, the music and lifestyle alive. 
 

If you need a card contact Susan Martin at 803-609-8170 or  

susan.martin956@gmail.com or any other Board Member. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Come Cruising with Palmetto Shag Club 

Day Port of Call Arrive Depart 

Sat, Nov 1 Port Canaveral, Fl _____ 3:30 pm 

Sun, Nov 2 At Sea _____ _____ 

Mon, Nov 3 Puerto Plata, Dominican Rep. 10:00 am 5:00 pm 

Tue, Nov 4 San Juan, Puerto Rico 10:30 am 6:00 pm 

Wed, Nov 5 Basseterre, St Kitts & Nevis 8:00 am  4:00 pm 

Thur, Nov 6 At Sea _____ _____ 

Fri, Nov 7 At Sea _____ _____ 

Sat, Nov 8 Port Canaveral, Fl 7:00 am  

Prices are Per Person (Assumes 2 people per cabin) 

Prices are per PERSON based on 2 person 
occupancy!!!!! 

 

Our Package includes the Drink Package, 
Gratuities and Insurance.  

 

We will work on providing an option for 
Pre-Cruise hotel and transporation to and 

NOTE:  Once Initial Rooms are filled, prices may increase. 

Deposit is $250 per person or $500 per cabin 

Travel by Connie 
Connie Bachman, Travel Advisor 

Tel: (803)807-0181 
Connie@travelbyconnie.com 

                                                
Category 

Drink package, Gratuities 
and Insurance Included 

Interior Cabin $1,723.93 per person 

Ocean View $1,773.93 per person 

Ocean View Balcony $2,092.93 per person 

Aqua Class $2,652.43 per person 

https://travelbyconnie.com/


 

 

Benefits of PSC Membership in 2024/2025 
Free entrance to our 4 parties. These parties include great DJ’s, wonderful decorations, club sponsored food an open 

bar and the best of all…. All of your PSC Friends 

1. Re-up Party  —  August 3, 2024—  DJ Barney Mims 

2. Christmas Party  —  December 7, 2024 — DJ John Fletcher 

3. Winter Party  —  February  15, 2025 —  DJ TBD 

4. Membership Appreciation  —  April 5, 2025  —  DJ  TBD 
 

• The PSC Beach Party at Fall SOS on Friday, September 20, 2024 at North Myrtle Beach. 

• The PSC Long Island Ice Tea and White Russian Party at Spring SOS on May 3, 2025 at OD Arcade. 

• Entrance to our DJ Marathon that includes great DJ’s and club sponsored food in July at the Lexington VFW.  We 
request a $5 donation for our sponsored Charity.  

• A Club sponsored New Year’s Eve Party at Double Tree by Hilton which includes DJ John Smith,  heavy hor 
d'oeuvres, Champaign toast and a cash bar.  The cost to members is only $50 per person and $60 for a guest.  
Where else can you find a New Year’s Eve Party for that price.  We also have negotiated a $109/night room rate, 
so you don’t have to drive home.  The Double Tree will also be providing a Managers Reception and a wonderful 
breakfast. 

• The Bi-monthly Palmetto Shag Club Newsletters to keep you informed about upcoming events and other items of 
interest in the Shag World. 

• PSC Shag Notes—email provides you real time  information about Shag opportunities that are available. 

• $5 discount on SOS Cards each year. 

• The Club will also sponsor our Annual Southern Comfort Party  

 

SOUTHERN COMFORT 27 

Double Tree by Hilton Hotel 

May 30—June 1, 2025 

  See Flyer for More Info 

 

WOW!!!     DOESN’T THIS SOUND LIKE A LOT OF FUN… 

So Now… It’s time for you to either  Re-up your membership or Join Us  

as a New Member.  We would love to have you join in the Fun! 

It’s Time to Re-up or Join 
  for another wonderful  
      membership year. 



 

 

Palmetto Shag Club Membership Application 

2024—2025 

NOTICE:  Membership in PSC shall be extended to persons who are dedicated to the preservation of the shag and 
the music associated with it and who conduct themselves with appropriate social demeanor.   

$50    

Per person for One Year Membership or Renewal 

Payable to Palmetto Shag Club 
          P. O. Box 7232, Columbia, SC 29202 

(Membership Year August 1, 2024—July 31, 2025 

Signature #1                        Date   

First Name #1           Last Name       
 
First Name  #2               Last Name   
 

 
 
Street Address  
 

City                        State                     Zip Code 
 

  
 
Primary          Secondary                Birthday  
Phone  #1          Phone                (mm/dd) 
 

Primary          Secondary                Birthday  
Phone  #2          Phone                (mm/dd) 
 
 

Email                      Email  
Address #1        Address #2      

We encourage each member to participate in the preparation and/or clean-up of at least one club party during  
the year and serve on one or more of the following committees.   
 
 

Please Select:                    Decorations            Door           Dance Floor    
 

        Food Service            Southern Comfort           Split Pot  

Signature #2                        Date   

 

Membership Dues:           1 New Member       $50   1 Renewal       $50    

                    2 New Members   $100   2 Renewals  $100 

       New Member                      Renewal                       Cash                   Check # 



 

 

Secretary:  Jackie Nichols 

Phone: (803) 479-6596 

Email:  jackienichols75@yahoo.com 

 

Sgt at Arms:  Stephen Robinson 

Phone:  (252) 371-3198  

Email: flysafe81@gmail.com 

 

Director at Large: David Taylor 

Phone:  803-816-5075 

Email: David.l.taylor@ampf.com 

President:  Butch Smith  

Phone:  (803) 917-5113 

Email: butchsmith@eptingdist.com 

 

Vice President: Billy Fanning 

Phone:  (803) 600-6007 

Email: rdsqd5@aol.com 

 

Treasurer: Susan Hyde 

Phone:  (843) 834-4218  

Email: shyde1001@gmail.com 

Director at Large: Susan Martin 

Phone:  (803) 609-8170 

Email: susan.martin956@gmail.com 

 

Immediate Past President: 

Mark Swygert 

Phone:  (803) 622-2899 

Email: mfswygert@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Communications: Susan Martin 

Webmaster: Cecil Martin 

Membership: Judy Cartwright, Sandy McKellar and 

Jody Pittman 

Financial Review: Cecil Martin 

By-Laws: Everette Cooper, Tony Cromer, Linda Fan-
ning, Cecil Martin and David Stout 
 

Decorations: Jenni Smith, Brenda Dixon  

Food: Linda Fanning & Margaret Cromer  

Bar: Cecil Martin, Stephen Robinson & Mark Swygert 

Split Pot: Stephen & Sherry Robinson 

Dance Floor: Mark Swygert, Billy Fanning & Troy Dixon 

 

 

2024 Palmetto Shag Club Committee’s 

2024 Palmetto Shag Club Officers 

DON’T FORGET TO WEAR YOUR NAME TAGS TO ALL PSC SHAGGING 

EVENTS.  IT’S A GREAT WAY TO GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER. 

 

 PSC Shag Notes Keeping You Informed 

Shag Notes are emailed to our members week-
ly to the email addresses you provide on your 

membership application.  If you are not receiv-
ing Shag Notes or want to provide information 

for the   publication contact:  
Susan Martin at 803-609-8170  
susan.martin956@gmail.com 

  Dance Instructors 
 

 

Dan & Ann Humphries - 803-609-6361 or humphriesdan@aol.com 

 

Garrett Humphries - 803-269-SHAG or garrett.humphries@me.com 

 

Michael  Norris - 803-740-5230 or michaelandleann1@mac.com 

Join us on Facebook  

“Palmetto Shag 

Club” 

803-816-5075 

mailto:mfswygert@gmail.com
mailto:humphriesdan@aol.com
mailto:david.L.taylor@ampf.com


 

 

 

PSC Events for 2024 
 

Christmas Party   Dec 7, 2024 
The Barn—DJ John Fletcher 

 
New Year’s Eve Party  
Double Tree by Hilton 

December 31, 2024  
DJ John Smith 

 
PSC Events for 2025 

 

SOS Mid Winter—Jan 15-18, 2025 
NMB 

 

Winter Party   Feb 15, 2025 
The Barn   

 

DJ Marathon—March 8 or 22, 2025 
Lexington VFW 

 

Member Appr. April 5, 2025 
The Barn 

 

SOS Spring Safari-April 24-May 4 
PSC Tea Party  - May 3, 2025 

OD Arcade 
 

Southern Comfort 27 
Double Tree by Hilton 

May 30—June 1, 2025 
 
 

Re-up Party. Aug 2, 2025 
The Barn  

 

SOS Fall Migration- Sept 11-21, 2025 
PSC Beach Party– Sept 19, 2025 

 

Christmas Party. Dec 6, 2025 
The Barn 

 

New Year’s Eve Party  
Double Tree by Hilton 

December 31, 2025 
  

December 
2—Valerie Hunter 

5—Renee Baker 

6—Linda Fanning 

7—Ellie Hurlburt 

8—Gere Roswech 

12—Brenda Gaines 

12—Terry Smith 

13—Susan Bluemel 

         Margaret Cromer 

14—Troy Dixon 

         Tom O’Neal 

16—Bobby Tronco 

20—Bob Bonnett 

         Frankie Tillery 

21—Frankie Hinson 

25—Sherri Roberts 

26—Liz Smith 

27— Brenda Dixon 

          Chuck Kannisto 

28— Linda Pierson 

29— Jody Pittman 

31— Keith VonGlahn 

 

 

November 
3—Eva O’Brian 

      Bob Pacific 

5—Vana Dabney 

       Ron Pugh 

 9—Libba Duncan 

10– Steve Senn 

12—Nancy Corbett 

         Annette Martin 

15—Cecil Martin 

16—Janice Ruff 

14—Carol Kannisto 

17—Gylnn Smith 

25—Pauline Ballenger 

26—Barbara Guard 

28—Karen Cheatham 

        Michele Jent 

 



 

 

Palmetto Shag Club News 

P.O. Box 7232 

Columbia S.C. 29202 


